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blocks originally appeared in the ‘Daily Graphic,’ and have been kindly lent. 


THE FRIENDS’ MISSION STATION. 


186 OUR MISSIONS. 


Oct. 4th.— The French have issued a written notice, telling 
the people that their object in coming was friendship, and 
calling on all to settle down quietly to their occupations and 
bring back their friends who have left the town; that their 
persons should not be injured, nor their houses, or property, or 
graves. 

It has been said that General Duchesne blamed the English 
missionaries for staying here, as it induced the Malagasy to hold 
out the longer against him. Had he known so much of the 
Malagasy character as some of us do, he would not have made 
that remark. Nor has he seen the feeling among the people this 
past twelve months. It was neither the missionaries nor the 
people at large that withstood him, nor, I believe, the Queen. 
It was the Prime Minister, who knew that if once they got here 
his sun would set, and of course he had a following among his 
sons and nobles. We have by our presence strengthened the 
trust of the Christian people in their religion, but not in the 
likelihood of the Malagasy being able to cope with the French, if 
once they made up their minds to come. But they would not 
believe us, and do not believe us now, when we try to reassure 
them as to the unlikelihood of the French committing excesses 
and cruelties. 

The French are evidently doing what they can to induce the 
people quietly to accept the situation. 

Oct. 6th (Sunday).—I read and explained the French pro- 
clamation to the people I visited. They were much interested on 
hearing it, and thanked me heartily. 

Henry E. Clark again writes :— 


Oct. 6th.—Nearlya week has passed since the bombardment of the city and 
its capitulation. I was strongly impressed with the idea that it would be right for 
us to go to the hospital premises; and although, as it turned out, we were sur- 
rounded by the fight, I feel profoundly thankful that I was led to take the stand I 
did. . . The following morning I was back again in my house, able to attend to 
many things; one chief thing being to receive many Malagasy, visitors, and 
induce them to be quiet, to trust in God, and fear no further evil ; as almost every 
one expected that a large number of the men would be killed, and all the 
women and children would be taken captive. . . . General Duchesne has won 
golden opinions from all; but yet many believe that it is a cheat; and 
when they get the people back to town, they will come down upon them. I 
am so glad we are all on the spot, and able to do our part at this crisis. 

“. . . 1am glad I saw the fight. I now understand something of what war 
is: and it is horrible! Oh, that long train of mules, with their loads of human 
suffering, of mutilated human beings! Oh, their sighs and groans as we 
undressed them; their thanks as we handed them cold water to drink, and 
chicken broth as soon as it was made! Was it not worth while being on the 
spot to succour them in their hour of need? Do I regret it? ‘No,’ a 
thousand times !” 
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Quarantine.—Natal has suffered severely 
from the interdict upon the introduction of cattle 
from Madagascar, n> disease having ever 
originated fo that island. The English, French, 
and American Consuls have signed a joint docu- 
ment attesting this fact, and praying Sir H. 
Bulwer to modity the “Cordon Sanitair®” so 
unwisely framed—disease being solely confined to 
Mauritius. Several Missionaries signed this 
paper also. 


“ Missionary.—Mr. L. Kitching goes home by 
the Balmoral Castle, and is accompanied by Mr. 
Mathews and family, late of Antananarivo. This 
Scotch gentleman bas interesting photos of the 
capital and scenery of Madagascar. Our late 
‘visitor, Mr. Sharp, remains in the island, where 
trouble is brewing from the machinations o 
Frerch agitators against the Protestant Govern- 
ment and Churches. 
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Tn Memoriam : 
WILLIAM and LUCY JOHNSON. 


Entered into Rest, November 22nd, 1895. 


‘Oh, rest of rest! Oh, peace serene, eternal! 
Thou ever livest, and Thou changest never ;| 
And in the secret of Thy presence dwelleth 
Fulness of joy for ever and for ever.” 
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as well as the paying power of the concern, provided the manu- 
factures are satisfactory in every way. 

To make them satisfactory, wood must be kept for at least 
two years to season; to purchase stocks sufficient for this pur- 
pose will cost fully £700, and there will be outlay for other 
material. It is also proposed to issue an illustrated price list, 
and to make goods not in singles but by hundreds, according to 
demand, which course will considerably add to profits. In all, 
about £1000 is required as additional capital, and for this sum 
the India Committee of the F.F.M.A. ventures to appeal. 

The late George Swan only a few weeks before his death 
wrote :— 

“‘T firmly believe, from my experience as a missionary, that 
for a long time yet in India, industry must be the handmaid of 
religious progress, and with a proper application of this principle 
I think we are likely to have larger results in our work than we 
should merely by ‘the foolishness of preaching.’ I would not 
for a moment take away from the value of preaching, as I love 
it myself, but I do think that other methods have probably as 
much value in their lasting results.” 

This passage serves to bring out clearly what is engraved 
on the mind of every Industrial worker in the F.F.M.A.—viz. 
that Industry is the handmaid of religious progress, and for this 
reason it is pursued and inculcated. 


T. P. Newman, 


Chairman of India Committee. 


Memorial to William and Lucy Jobnson. 


We are indebted to the kindness of Dr. Wilson for the 
accompanying photograph, and extracts from a 


Letter from General Gallien, Governor of Madagascar. 
: “* Tamatave, Aug. 23, Ig02. 
‘‘ ACCORDING to my promise I send you the photographs, 
and the plan of the monument which I ordered to be erected 
in memory of Pastor Johnson, murdered at Arivonimamo, victim 
of his devotion to your mission. So the natives of this country 
will keep the remembrance of the services which your country- 
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man rendered there during his presence in Madagascar. The 
part which the colony took in the construction is, too, a proof 
that it appreciates at its value the co-operation the Friends’ 
Mission Association affords to us both in the Great Island. 


‘‘T am very happy to see that you do not forget Madagascar, 
where you left such good remembrances. We try, as you know, 
to follow the way you have pointed out to us, and to organize a 
very complete system of ‘ Assistance Publique’ to help our new 
subjects. The ‘Académie de Médecine’ of Paris approved our 
efforts, and I hope that the natives, in spite of their carelessness, 
will find some benefit in the measures which we have taken for 
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their good. They begin to understand the necessity of hygienic 
precautions, come easily to our gratuitous consultations, and ask 
for their admission into our hospitals.. Let us hope that all these 
new institutions will bear good fruit. But this year we had yet 
many sick and dead at the end of the rainy season in the province 
of Arivonimamo..... ro ae 
TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION ON THE MONUMENT. 


“In remembrance of Wm. Fohnson and his wife and child, Missionary of 
the F.F.M.A., who were killed by the rebels of Imamo at this place on the 
22nd November, 1895, and also in witness of the repentance of the people for 
this great crime, this monument is erected.” 
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VILLAGE OF AMBONIRIANA. 


1898.] INDIA—A. PRISCILLA FOWLER’S REPORT. 57 


women are difficult to reach; they want nothing, and, as one said to 
me, ‘‘The Government is our God, it gives us food and clothes and 
houses, what more do we want?” Muli, one of our Bible-women, has 
had to give up her visiting all this year, as she and her husband 
have been in charge of the orphans whom the famine has brought us. 

The second Girls’ School in Jogipura, which is my 
special charge, is a little larger; the girls are certainly 
improving. ‘The oldest girl, who first began to learn in the School, has 
been made pupil teacher to help with the very little ones. All these 
children are from avery poor quarter, and, through the famine, we felt 
obliged to help many of them. If we had not, a large number of them 
would have had to have gone off to the relief works, so we thought it 
best to tide them over the few months of need by giving the equivalent 
of what they would have earned to the most needy ones, with the 
understanding that it was only given through the famine time. We 
were glad that none left when the relief was stopped. In December 
S. M. de St. Dalmas examined them in Scripture, and was on the 
whole pleased with their answers. 

The Girls’ Sunday Schools have been larger than last 
year, and attendance regular; the elder class of girls in 
the Meeting-house is delightful to teach. ‘The year has been very 
unhealthy, so that the Dispensary record almost corresponds with the 
twelve months of last year. People are mostly very grateful, and have 
great faith in the medicines given, because, as one man explained, “‘ You 
pray to God about them.” 

The Sunday Beggars’ Class I have discontinued ; it became unman- 
ageable during the famine time, and yet it was hard to turn any away, 
so when the relief works were started and work could be regularly 
obtained, we closed the class. Some of the most needy were helped in 
other ways. Few of us part with the year 1897 with regret ; it has 
been a terrible time, in which the bodily need has made it most difficult 
to give the spiritual teaching we have all the more realised that they 
require ; but one hopes that the sympathy and help that has been shown 
them in the name of Jesus will have spoken more clearly than words 
that He is the true Saviour, sent from a God of love. 


A P. FOWLER. 


Girls’ School. 


Other Work. 


January, 1898. 


MADAGASCAR REPORTS. 


HELEN GILPIN’S REPORT. 


WE have many mercies to record during the past year, although our 
plans have been sometimes upset. God’s ways are not our ways, 
nor His thoughts our thoughts. We rest ourselves, and the portion 
of His work committed to our care, in the assurance that every 
event in our lives is ordered by the same loving Heavenly Father, 
who, having given for us His only begotten Son, only sends us trial 
to perfect His work in us. 

On the 23rd of Seventh-month last we moved into this 
bia lovely new Home, given us by so many dear friends in 
Girls’ Home. England, and which has been so beautifully planned by 

W. Johnson, for the work to be carried on init. These 
plans were diligently carried out by our friend, J. C. Kingzett, and we 
feel very grateful to both of our dear friends for the time and thought 
that they have bestowed upon it. 

On the 10th of Ninth-month we had a visit from His 
Excellency the Prime Minister. H. E. Clark, J. C. 
Kingzett, and Lilias Clark kindly came to help me to 
receive him with due honour. He went first into the sitting-room, 
where H. E. Clark gave him a little account of what the Home was for, 
and how we hoped to have many girls from the country to train. Then 
he went into the children’s room and looked at their paintings, and 
gave them a word of encouragement. ‘They sang a hymn in English, 
“T want to be like Jesus” ; then he went over the whole establishment, 
and at last entered the dining-room, where we had prepared a slight 
collation. We had some pleasant converse, and then H. E. Clark offered 
prayer, and the Prime Minister took his leave, expressing himself very 
pleased with the whole building. 

On the 30th of Ninth-month we received eight new girls 
into our Home; we were to have had more, but one was 
prevented entering by illness, and the other’s father fell ill of smallpox. 
However, these eight have kept us very busy. ‘The Home craft seemed 
for awhile struggling amid the breakers of want of care and cleanliness, 
but now we are, we hope, in smooth seas again, and are nearly ready 
to welcome the new comers at the New Year. The new girls have not 
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BAZAAR AND EXHIBITION AT THE 
BEWDLEY INSTITUTE. 


On Tuesday afternoon the Muyor of Bewdley (Ald. 
§. Price) opened a very merit risus sale of work and 
exhibition at the Bewdley Institute. which Ti, re- | 
mained open during each day in the we-k and will 
close this (Saturday) evening. The object is to raise 
asum of money, not less than £100, i: possible, to 
enable the committee to wip? off a debt which has for 
some time existed on the management fund. Thanks 
to a munificent donation made by Alderman J. Tangye 
some time ago, the debt upon the building fund was 
liquidated, and the desire of the committee is not only 
to declare the Institute entir-ly free fr »m debt, but also 
to carry out certain works of improvement and decora- 
tion which are declired to b> necessary. The present 
effort deserves and we hope will receive success, not 
only because the object is a gx0d one, but also because 
of the excellence of the attractious provided. The ba- 
zaar is held in the larze lecture hull, which preseuts a 
very attractive appeirance. Five stalls have been 
erected round the room, on which are displayed a large 
quantity of useful and fancy articles, including choice 
collections of pottery, children’s toys Christmas cards, 
many of which were hand painted, the work of a well- 
known artist, Mr. Glenme, the views represeuting 
some of the chief scenes and objects of interest in the 
neighbourhood. In the ceutre of the ro mis fixeda 
fully-rigged boat, enjoying the title of H.M.S, Victory 
in the care of two juvenile sailors. Tne body and rig- 
ging of tho ‘ship’? aro heavily laden with articles 
offered for sale, and each evening the Victory was very | 
effectively illuninated. The sale of work is unuer the 
superintendence of Miss Tangye, Miss Sturge, Miss 
Fleming, Miss Whitcombe, Miss Crome, and many 
other ladies of the district. ; 

There is no doubt that to many the sale of work will 
be the least interesting part of the attractions provided 
by the committee In the adjoin‘ng room a most in- 
structive exhibition is made of scientific instruments 
and other objects. lent by the committe of the Mid- 
land Institute. Members of the Birmingham Micro- 
scopical and Scientific Societies are in attendance to 
superintend the experiments, including Mr. Russell, 
the demonstrator at the Milland Institute. The reflec- 
tion of light, heat, and soun’ was shown by some very 
fine parabolic mirrors, by which the ticking of a watch 

liced near one focus can be distiuctly heard at the 

‘ocus at the other end of the room. On another table 

an experiment is shown illustrating the refraction of 
sound; aradiometer, illustrating the foree of light and 
heat; an optical paradox, an instrument constructed 
with a number of mirrors, by means of which the per- 
son is suposed to see through a brick ora thick piece of 
wood. In another part of the room is an instrument 
illustrating the principle of lougi‘udinal vibrations, and 
upon which various musical notes ¢in be produced. 
Then another instrument clearly illustrates the princi- 
plo of the optical illusion, known as_‘‘ Pepper’s 
Ghost,” which has so frequently bewildered the uniui- 
tiated. While on another table is an instrument for 
pr ducing musical notes by puffs of air, consisting of a 
p-rforated disc, which is made to revolve at great 
velocity and » stream of air directed against it. On 
Thursdayand Friday evening magic lautera exhibitions 
took place in the same room, and will be repeated this 
(Saturday) evening. On Thursday evening Mr. Chas. 
Pumphrey exhibited a number of views taken by him- 
self during the recent visit of the British Association t» 
Can eae 
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In a lower room _ has 
exhibition of objects, which in many _ re- 
spects is an unique one, and the committee 
are greatly indebted to Mr. L. Kitching, of High- 
street, Bewdley, for the care and attention he has 
bestowed upon this section. Mr. Kitching has had 
the advantage of travelling in miny parts of the 
world, especially in South Africa and the interesting 
island of Madagascar, and wherever he has gone he 
has made it one of the objects of his tour to obtain 
some interesting and characteristic objects. His own 
collection is supplemented by a small museum of 
geologicil specimens which will in future be known as 
the Iustitute Museum. The late Mr. Edward Baugh 
took a great interest in geology, avd collected many 
valuable specimens. These have been pr sented to the 
Institute, and formed the nucleus of the museum. 
Further additions are needed, and no doubt these will 
in time be forthcoming. The specimens have been 
placed in cases, aud have been arranged with much 
ability by Mr. Kitching. The collec ion of curiositi-s 
belonging to Mr, Kitching is in itself well worthy of a 
visit. It includes some very fine Malagasy pottery, 
made without a potter’s wheel or other facilities well 
known in this country. When in the island, Mr. 
Kitching was presented to the reigning Queen, the late 
Ranavalona, who graciously presented him with a very 
rich native hand-woven silk Lamba, and the Prime 
Minister presented him a cotton Lamba, and these are 
on view. A royal robe of South Africa, a leopard 
kaross, nade of fine leopard skins sewn together with 
sinews, and each stitch making a knot, finds a place 
on the wall. Ouly chiefs of the district are allowed to 
wear these articles. The Bushman’s digging-stick. 
which is declared to have been used in the discovery of 
the first diamond on the borders of the Orange River, 
is exhibited: aud the visitor cannot fail to notice the 
large but handsome spade, with the lignum vite 
handle, used by the Malagasy. In a small case are 
sh wu several specimens of the destructive white ant 
found in the tropical portions of South Africa, to- 
gether with a book which has been partly eaten away 
by the ants. Itis said that owing to the destruction | 
done by these insects the roof of a missionary’s house | 
had to be twice reconstructed within a few years. Not | 
the least interesting object isa beautiful skin of the | 
Lemur Catta, or ringtailed Lemur of Madagascar. | 
Mr. Kitching, when he left the island, brought five of | 
these splendid creatures with him. Fourof them have 


been arranged an 


|| died, but he still possesses one alive, aud it is said to 


have lived longer in this country, under his care, than 
any other which has been imported and kept in the 
Zoological Gardens. In a small boxare to be seen 
sone human bones, beiug the remains ef a cannibal 
fe_st, found by Mr. Kitching in Basutoland. There 
are also several cases of birds shot by this gentleman, 
together with a number of the poisoned arrows used 
by the natives, and a tooth of the hippopotamus from 
the Orange River. Mr. Kitching claims to possess a 
unique Kroob Kerri, an instrument used by the South 
African natives in the Leshuma Valley, on the banks 
of the Zambesi. Many aro to be obtained with a plain 
round eud, butthis oue shown by Mr. Kitching has 
two human faces carved on it, and is greatly prized by | 
him. There are many oth-r objects which cannot fail 
to deeply interest the visitor, which we need not 
particularise. 

When the Mayor declared the sale of work open, 
there was a good company preseut, includiny the Rev. 
f. H. W. Ingram, Ald. J. fLangye, and other gentle- 
men; and during the afternoon the Borough Member, 
Mr, Wuoch Baldwin, visited tho Institute. 


The company of Members, and those in 
the practice of attending our Meetings for Worship, 
is invited to a SOCIAL TEA, in the large room 
of the FRIENDS’ MEETING HOusE, Carlton Hill, 

Second Day Evening, the 22nd Justant, 

on -Pkird—Pay—Foening —the—z7rd—fastat, at Six 
o'clock, after which our friend LANGLEY KITCHING 
has kindly consented to give an Account of his 
recent Visit, in company with Isaac Sharp, to 
South Africa and Madagascar. Several Objects of 
Interest, which he has~ collected during his travels, 
will be exhibited in the room. 

JOHN WHITING. 

JOHN HALL THORP. 


RICHARD D. GARDNER. 


LEEDS, 37d Mo. 15th, 18So. 
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